
 

 
www.bapras.org.uk 1

 

 

 
 
 
 

Student Elective Report  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please return to: secretariat@bapras.org.uk 
 
Please complete this report form as honestly as possible so that others considering an elective 
may benefit from your experience. If you visited more than one place, please complete separate 
forms for each. Please bear in mind that we will be posting this report on our website for others to 
read.  
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What problems did 
you encounter? (120 
words max) 

Gunshot, stab wounds and vehicle accidents were commonplace. I 
found the never-ending stream of patients with violent injuries quite 
shocking. Whilst knowing this would be the case, I’m not sure I had 
prepared myself for the emotional toll it would start to take as I spent 
more time here. I had already seen some members of staff that 
appeared to be completely de-sensitised from it all, but I recognise that 
for me as someone brought up in Europe where life is much safer, my 
initial reaction to these situations is very different. The other medical 
students decided to take breaks together to offload. I felt part of a team 
and we supported one another. 

What 
accommodation was 
provided? 

No. I booked an Airbnb nearby. 
 
 

Would you 
recommend this to 
someone else?  
(explain if 
necessary) 

Yes  
 
 
 
 

Are you more likely 
to choose a career in 
plastic surgery as a 
result of this 
experience? 

Yes. Since returning from my elective, I am inspired to pursue a career 
in Plastic Surgery. I thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to work in 
another country and would like to get involved in charitable surgical 
work abroad once I am qualified. I aim to get involved in projects with 
the Plastic Surgery department in Bristol this year and to plan a taster 
week in the UK to see the contrasts between Plastic Surgery in different 
healthcare systems. 

Which University are 
you studying at? 

University of Bristol 

 
 




